Nest location of each bird was determined by successive recaptures. Breeding stage for each nest was checked by inspecting nest chambers for eggs or nestlings. Nestlings were banded when 20 days old and then observed until they fledged. After fledging they were monitored in the same way as adults.
Nest location of each bird was determined by successive recaptures. Breeding stage for each nest was checked by inspecting nest chambers for eggs or nestlings. Nestlings were banded when 20 days old and then observed until they fledged. After fledging they were monitored in the same way as adults.
We define adult movement as the distance (in a straight line) between occupied nests in successive censuses, and natal dispersal the distance between the natal nest and the first breeding place.
Results.--We recaptured 44% of the 186 fledglings banded in the study area. Most young (91%) remained with their parents until nearly three months old (March census). From then on the birds left the nests gradually and intermittently until early the following breeding season, when almost none remained (Fig.  1) . Two young remained in their natal nest during the next breeding season, but these nests had been abandoned by their parents, and the young were joined by other unidentified birds.
The median dispersal distance from natal nest to first breeding site recorded was 1,230 m (individual values were 300, 1,250, 1,400 and 2,000 m). Usually, young dispersed singly and in random directions (Fig.  2) . On three occasions, whole family groups (four to six members) were displaced because their nests were destroyed by storms. None of these displaced family groups (parents with young and siblings, without natal nests but not with their parents, whereas the others had paired with individuals previously banded as adults.
Breeding was not observed in nests occupied by
one-year-old Monk Parakeets. These nests were isolated and in these and other single nests, breeding did not occur during the study (six breeding seasons). We observed 51 occupied nests in which breeding did not occur. This suggests that nests may be built for nonbreeding purposes. Reduced dispersal may be related to the high energetic cost of building and maintaining bulky compound nests. Because adding a nesting chamber to a compound nest requires less building effort and material than building a new nest, birds nesting in a compound nest may benefit by decreasing energy and time expenditure. Building a compound nest also may provide an opportunity for inexperienced birds to learn nest-building skills. It is likely that they also could gain from communal guarding against predatots.
Young disperse from the natal unit before the following breeding season, and do not remain with their parents as helpers. Instead, they form a new pair when they are one year old, but do not breed until they are at least two years old. Delayed breeding may allow them to gain experience in acquiring a new nest in the highest-quality breeding areas.
Martella (1985) observed that young help to feed their own siblings, as well as adults breeding in neighboring nests. Such behavior may represent an early stage in the development of helping behavior. This coupled with the high annual survival rate, reduced natal dispersal, and delayed breeding should favor the further evolution of social cooperation in the Monk Parakeet.
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